
Syllabus 
 

Course Information 

 

Course: FIN 435 Advanced Corporate Finance 

Term:  Fall 2011 

Instructor: Dr. Nathan Mauck 

Office:  Bloch 230 

e-mail:  mauckna@umkc.edu 

Class Meets: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00PM – 3:15PM 

Office Hours: Monday 12:45 to 1:45, Wednesday 5:45 to 6:45, and by appointment 

Classroom: Bloch – Room 114 

Prerequisites:  FIN 325 Financial Management 

  

REQUIRED TEXT: 

 

Case Studies in Finance, Robert F. Bruner, Kenneth M. Eades, and Michael J. Schill, 

McGraw Hill, 2010. 

 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 

 

You must acquire a financial calculator.  It is expected that you will already know how to 

use a financial calculator, if not it will be your responsibility to learn on your own. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 

The course objective is to help develop student’s analytical and communication 

skills. Analytical skills are developed by having students formulate and solve 

business problems using systematic analysis and financial concepts and tools. 

Communication skills are enhanced through the case discussions and issue positions 

defended. 

 

The primary format of this course is case study and discussion of the assigned 

materials.  

 

The case method was pioneered at Harvard Business School (HBS) as a way to 

integrate knowledge and immerse students in “real life” business issues. This 

approach is significantly different from the standard approach to learning which 

involves the professor presenting a lecture, students reviewing the material presented 

and then being tested upon their retention of the material. Case study, on the other 

hand, utilizes class discussion of business (or other) issues within the contact of an 

actual or hypothetical situation. The class is designed to draw upon the individual 

student and collective knowledge of the class. At times, students may become 

frustrated as the solutions to the issues may depend upon your fellow classmates.  

 

My role in the class is to act as a facilitator. This may be done (at times) through 

providing direction, encouragement, evaluation and summarization of group 

discussions. Keep in mind that there is not necessarily one correct answer to each 

case. This is often the situation in the business world where there generally exist 

multiple solutions to a given issue. 
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REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1. Exams:  You will have 1 mid-term exam and a non-comprehensive final 

covering the topics and materials discussed in the lectures. 

2. Group Presentation:  Each group will present one case and provide a critique of 

a different case presented by another group. In addition to the in-class 

presentation, the group will be responsible to submit a written report (for both 

their case and the critique of another group). Other members of the class are 

responsible for providing questions and comments during presentations. 

3. Individual Cases: Each individual will be responsible for two written case 

analyses. 

4. Case Discussion: The instructor will evaluate individuals based on participation 

in class case discussions. My assessment is related to the following: how well the 

student has prepared, understands the issues, applies appropriate financial 

management tools, justifies their claims, uses logic, and communicates ideas 

professionally.  

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 

 

Attendance is not required. However, a substantial portion of your grade is related to participation 

so frequent absences may negatively impact your grade. If you miss a class or two, there is no 

need to notify me, otherwise, contact me in advance of any absences whenever possible. 

 

ADA POLICY 

 

If you have any questions about a disability or desire accommodation under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, please contact the Office of Disabled Services,  

816-235-5696. 

 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT POLICY: 

 

It should be noted that the contents of the UMKC student honor code regarding 

plagiarism and academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced on all assignments and 

exams.  See www.umkc.edu for further information. 

 

GRADING POLICY: 

 

There will be no makeup exams given.  If a student misses the mid-term exam, they will 

be allowed to replace that score with the score on a comprehensive make-up exam given 

the last week of the semester at the instructor’s convenience.  If a student misses more 

than one exam, a score of 0% will be assigned to each missed exam.  

 

No late assignments will be accepted for full credit without consent of the instructor.  

Assignments will be considered one day late if not turned in by the beginning of class on 

the due date.  The late penalty will be one letter grade per 24-hour period.   

 

Grades will be assigned using the following scale:   A= 90-100%, B= 80-89%, C= 70-

79%, D= 60-69%, and F= any score below 60%. Plus/minus grades will be used in this 

course at the sole discretion of the instructor. 

 

As a general policy I do not post end of semester grades.  You can check your grade on 

Pathway as soon as it is posted. Please wait to use this service for checking your grade.  I 

will not disclose any grades via e-mail or telephone. 
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: 

 

I will follow the inclement weather policy established by the UMKC Central 

Administration.  Announcements will be posted on the UMKC homepage. 

 

BLACKBOARD: 

  

 All class handouts will be distributed via the Blackboard website.  It is the student’s  

responsibility to retrieve handouts prior to each class meeting. 

 

BLOCH SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

 Bloch School Computer Lab: The Bloch School Computer Lab is available for 

your use.  It is located in Bloch 110; the lab’s website is: 

http://www.umkc.edu/is/oa/IS-Lab-Brochure.pdf 

 

 Bloch School Tutoring Center: The Bloch School Tutoring Center is currently 

equipped to assist students who need help in the following courses: ACTG 210 

and 211; FIN 325.  The Center is located in Bloch 202; operating hours are 

posted on the room’s door. 

 

 Bloch School Communications Center: Students who desire assistance with 

professional writing and presentation skills may contact the Bloch 

Communications Center.  Communication coaches are available for 

proofreading, editing and brainstorming help.  The Center is located in room 201; 

drop-in appointments are welcome. 

 

WEIGHTING OF ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

  Exam 1    20% 

  Exam 2    20% 

  Group Work   20% (15% for lead, 5% for critique) 

  Individual Essays  20% (10% each for 20% total) 

  Participation   20%   

   Total   100% 
 

 

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

 

It should be noted that this is an extremely tentative outline.  I reserve the right to make changes 

at my own discretion.  However, this should provide you with an idea of the goals I have for this 

class.  

 

SCHEDULE: 

 

A tentative class schedule will be provided once groups have been established and cases have 

been assigned. 

 


